
TOXIC TORTS

Sometimes dangerous products or practices occur which harm many people. An example is selling a pesticide but calling it Allercare so it sounds safe, and proper precautions are not taken. Hundreds (or more) were harmed, the manufacturing company sued, and the practice was stopped. Another example was a Varathane product containing many neurotoxic and irritating chemicals labeled as “nontoxic”. After harm occurred and legal action was taken, the manufacturer improved the label.

The hazards of asbestos were documented for a century by over a thousand medical articles. Yet the asbestos disease epidemic continued until asbestos lawsuits are were filed. Only then was asbestos phased out with safer products.

We would all like safe practices and no need for law suits. However, with low OSHA funding and low other governmental funding for chemical hazards, chemical illness continues to occur, at epidemic proportions – larger by far than the asbestos epidemic. Scientists and doctors seldom “enjoy” legal work, but a valid lawsuit can improve policies, procedures and chemical use and thus saves future lives and disability. Vigilance is the price of liberty and freedom from preventable disease is a basic necessary liberty. 
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