
PHENOL

Phenol exposure can occur from use of phenolic resins.
,
  Neurologic effects on the brain include nerve destruction,1,3,4 with blockage of nerve impulses1, delaying warning symptoms.  Exposure can occur through skin contact3,4 and/or inhalation1.  Damage can affect the myelin,1,4 (coating of brain and nerve cells) as well as the axon1,2 (nerve cell), and can affect the brain and peripheral nerves.1,2  Symptoms can include headaches2, seizures2, tinnitus2 (cranial nerve dysfunction).  Loss of myelin can occur at even low doses2.  Phenol is a general protoplasmic poison and is readily absorbed from all body surfaces3, penetrating skin rapidly as a vapor or liquid.4  It also causes other tissue, including mucosa3 (respiratory, gastrointestinal, other) and is a significantly potent irritant3,4.  The vapor is well absorbed by the lungs4.  The body attempts to detoxify it by oxidation or binding to sulfates and glucuronide3.  It can induce severe effects from even superficial exposure4, and it is best to consider any amount of phenol as dangerous4.
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