
HYDROGEN SULFIDE

The warning smell of hydrogen sulfide quickly “numbs” or blocks the ability of the nerve of smell (olfactory nerve) to detect further exposure. This prompt hydrogen sulfide loss of smell is dangerous because it allows exposure to continue without adequate warning.
Hydrogen sulfide exposure in humans can induce neurotoxicity, including brain damage
. Other human effects reported include headache, effects on the respiratory system at 2 ppm, with more significant changes in persons with asthma, changes in energy metabolism, and permanent brain and neurologic changes from either acute higher dose or chronic lower dose exposures
,
,
,
. Hydrogen sulfide is an irritant to the respiratory system and can interact with proteins in the body (which could change enzyme functions, cell messengers, and all body cells).2
Hydrogen sulfide acts directly upon the nervous system, and can impair vision, induce heightened light sensitivity (which indicates that it can heighten incoming stimuli such as those coming from other incoming stimuli such as those coming from noise, touch, and/or chemical odors).
  It also interferes with porphyrin metabolism6 and is described as being capable of causing permanent injury after even short exposures to small quantities.
  Toxic encephalopathy has been reported from only a one-day exposure to a concentration insufficient to cause loss of consciousness.
  Increase in spontaneous abortions have been reported, indicating probable endocrine disruption.
  Air supplies and respirators are recommended for exposures up to 100 ppm.6
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