CARPETS

Dr. Ziem has well over a dozen patients who have chronic illness involving the respiratory and nervous systems, often with other organs involved, caused by over-exposure to new carpet, carpet backing, and carpet adhesives.  Among those tested for porphyrin disturbance, 2 of 3 were outside normal range.

Many of these patients sustained chronic illness due to occupational exposure in the 1980's in the Washington Headquarters of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which has compensated them as occupationally caused and provided them with less toxic workspace when they were not disabled from work, and without carpet.

A survey of 90 of our patients using a survey instrument developed at Johns Hopkins indicates that 64% have adverse reactions on exposure to new carpet (see Profile of Patient Characteristics: Chemical Injury and Sensitivity by Dr. Ziem on this website).

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has received many health complaints from new carpet off gassing.
 These involve the neurologic and respiratory systems.  Carpets emit volatile organic compounds (VOC's) which are respiratory irritants and neurotoxins.
,
  Chemical sensitivity accompanying chronic illness has been induced by office remodeling involving carpet.
  Of that group, over 80% experienced illness reactions when exposed to new carpet (p. 122).  Internal research by the EPA has confirmed that new carpeting can induce respiratory and neurologic effects in experimental animals. 
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